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Scrum for Varsity Cup starts at home Celebrating 10 years at the SURC
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Julia Moreno
morenoju@cwu.edu | @juliamoreno27
It was a warm spring day last 
year when Zahiah Alkharnda 
walked down the Walnut Mall 
in front of  the SURC. A student 
standing to the side stopped his 
conversation with another stu-
dent to spit at her feet.
Zahiah, a Central student—
and a Muslim—said it wasn’t 
the first time she had experi-
enced someone spitting at the 
ground near her feet. It was the 
third time.
Zahiah, who wears a hijab, 
said she often receives sideways 
glances while walking on cam-
pus, but it happens so often she 
is no longer bothered by it. At 
first she said she thought the 
spitting might be just a coinci-
dence. 
“I heard one of  my broth-
ers was mentioning it [with] my 
other sister and she said, ‘No, it’s 
actually done immediately when 
they see us,’ ” she said. “When 
my brother and sister said some-
thing about it, that’s when I 
knew that’s what they meant.”
Zahiah and her five siblings 
all currently attend Central and 
all have experienced some sort 
of  negative experience on cam-
pus due to their religious beliefs 
and appearances.
She recounted another ep-
isode that happened one day 
after she got off of  work at the 
International Center.
“I was standing in the park-
ing lot and two guys said some-
thing; I heard the word ‘Mus-
lim,’ ” she said. “I was scared. 
It was dark and my phone died. 
Their car was in front of  me. 
They were walking around their 
car at me. Thankfully, nothing 
happened [because] my boss 
came out and waited with me.”
It’s difficult to determine 
how widespread such incidents 
are because of  a genuine reluc-
tance to discuss the matters on 
the part of  many Muslim stu-
dents. Several members of  the 
Saudi Student Association say 
they have heard allegations of  
negative behavior towards Mus-
lims, but they don’t feel comfort-
able telling those stories without 
the victim’s permission.
Despite their silence, some 
on campus are sensitive to the 
issue. For example, Geraldine 
O’Mahony, an Islamic Studies 
professor, recently introduced 
and gained passage for a resolu-
tion asking the Faculty Senate to 
stand in solidarity with Muslim 
students.
 “We, the Central Washing-
ton University faculty, condemn 
in the strongest possible terms 
the growing bigotry and xeno-
phobia in our country’s political 
discourse and practice, and in 
particular recent calls to ban the 
entrance of  Muslims into the 
United States,” the resolution 
said.
Abdulaziz Bin Zuair, who is 
called Aziz by his friends, is a 
Central student and past pres-
ident of  the Saudi Student As-
sociation. He said one of  the 
reasons it is difficult for Muslim 
students to talk publicly about 
their experiences is because 
many, particularly females, are 
accustomed to keeping such 
matters private and only dis-
cussing them within their fam-
ily or with close friends. He 
recounted a story about three 
young women who he said were 
once accosted on a local bus.
Central students Zahiah Alkharnda (left) and Aziz Bin Zuair would sit at a table in the SURC last quarter to talk to students and answer any questions on Islam and the common misconceptions surrounding their religion.
Photos by McKenzie Lakey/The Observer
- See “Solidarity” page 5
Zac Hereth
sports@cwuobserver.com | @zachereth
Central’s men’s rugby team starts its 
trek for the Varsity Cup Rugby Cham-
pionship on the Wildcat Rugby Pitch 
this Saturday with a match against the 
UCLA Bruins.
The Wildcats are getting the opportu-
nity to play a match at home for the first 
time in almost a month and a half.
“It’s massive for us,” said head coach 
Tony Pacheco. “To hear the cheers of  
the home fans, a lot of  parents and fam-
ily members… that’s special. We’ve got a 
good pitch here. It’s nice and wide and 
plays fast. That’s how we like it.”
The Wildcats will soon return to the 
Penn Mutual Varsity Cup Rugby Cham-
pionship after being knocked out in the 
semifinals last year. They are feeling good 
about this year after being able to play 
some more challenging opponents to get 
them ready for this year’s tournament 
than in years past. 
Victoria Shamrell
scene@cwuobserver.com | @vmshamrell
It’s the heart of  campus and thou-
sands of  students walk through it every 
day. Students and visitors alike eat, shop, 
workout and study in this building all the 
time. The SURC is the central piece of  
the campus and with it being three sto-
ries tall it’s not easy to miss. Each day an 
average of  12,000 to 15,000 people walk 
through the doors.
The SURC is celebrating its 10th an-
niversary this quarter from when it first 
opened up back in 2006. Cherie Wil-
son is the director of  the SURC which 
was one of  the first fusion buildings of  
its kind. The fusion part meaning that it 
combined both a student union and rec-
reation center into one building.
The wildcat statue welcomes visi-
tors going into the east entrance of  the 
SURC. Decals on the doors and in the 
building mark that it’s been 10 years 
since the SURC opened.
- See “Rugby” page 13 - See “SURC” page 9
Musl im students face bigotry on Central ’s campus
2 OBSERVER    APR I L  7 -  13,  2016    cwuobser ver.com
EDITOR: JULIA MORENO    news@cwuobserver.com
OBSERVER STAFF
Editor-In-Chief
Jonathan Glover   editor@cwuobserver.com
Online Editor
Elliott Llera    editor@cwuobserver.com
Social Media Manager
Cody Nilsen   editor@cwuobserver.com
News Editor
Julia Moreno   news@cwuobserver.com
Scene Editor
Victoria Shamrell    scene@cwuobserver.com
Sports Editor
Zac Hereth    sports@cwuobserver.com
Copy Desk Chief
Brittany Allen    editor@cwuobserver.com
Photography Editor
Brittany Allen   editor@cwuobserver.com
Graphic Designer
Ryan Moffat   editor@cwuobserver.com
Faculty Adviser
Cynthia Mitchell adviser@cwuobserver.com
Student Ad Manager
Taylor Simental    advertising@cwuobserver.com
Ad Sales
Jonathan Osborne    advertising@cwuobserver.com
Advertising
Tara Long
Central Washington University 
400 East University Way 
Bouillon Hall 232B
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for 
student expression, in which student editors make policy and 
content decisions. The mission of  the Observer is two-fold; 
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and 
to provide training for students who are seeking a career in 
journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, 
dependable information to the campus and community; to 
provide a public forum for the free debate of  issues, ideas and 
problems facing the community at large, and to be the best 
source for information, education and entertainment news. As 
a training program, the Observer is the practical application 
of  the theories and principles of  journalism. It teaches students 
to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the 
decision making of  the community at large. It provides a forum 
for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills needed to 
succeed in their chosen career. If  you have questions call (509) 
963 - 1073 or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com 
advertising@cwuobserver.com
Orientation Editor
McKenzie Lakey   editor@cwuobserver.com
Brittany Allen/The Observer
NEWS
Tweet us @cwuobserver
Tweets from the streets
THE EVERGREEN SCENE
To vape or not to vape?
By Elliott Llera
llerae@cwu.edu | @ElliottLlera
As the recreational marijua-
na industry continues to grow, 
consumers today aren’t just se-
lecting from a wider variety of  
products than ever before, they 
are also choosing how they pre-
fer to consume their marijuana.
While the “best” method of  
consumption is a divisive topic 
amongst cannabis connoisseurs, 
the common sentiment is that 
vaporizing is safer for humans 
than smoking – a sentiment 
somewhat rooted in common 
sense.
Cannabinoids like THC are 
activated by heat. When a con-
sumer uses a joint or bong, the 
plant is lit on fi re and combusts, 
releasing THC.
Vaporizers are electron-
ic devices that heat marijuana 
fl owers or oils to temperatures 
between 285 and 375 degrees 
fahrenheit, just below the plant’s 
point of  combustion (according 
to top “marijuana research”) 
but still high enough to activate 
THC.
With the rise in popularity 
of  E-cigarettes, it doesn’t come 
as a surprise to Alexandra Price, 
employee at Cannabis Central, 
that more and more people are 
choosing to vaporize their mari-
juana rather than smoke it. 
“We have a lot of  people 
that come in and say they don’t 
like the cough that comes with 
smoking, or that they don’t like 
the harshness of  the smoke,” 
Price said. “We have turned a 
lot of  people towards vaping 
because you don’t get that hack 
that normally happens when 
smoking.”
A study published last Feb-
ruary in the journal “Drug and 
Alcohol Dependence” surveyed 
marijuana users and concluded, 
“Those that prefer vaping con-
sider it to be a safer, more pos-
itive experience” than smoking.
Marissa Howat, director 
of  wellness and health promo-
tion at the Wellness Center, is 
hesitant to agree. She cautions 
students who vape that even 
though they are inhaling THC 
at lower temperatures, claims of  
it being healthier than smoking 
are over-exaggerated.
“There hasn’t been enough 
time between the advent of  the 
technology and the science of  
the health eff ects to really de-
termine what the consequences 
are for your lungs and the rest 
of  your respiratory system,” 
Howat said. “What early re-
search would suggest is that it’s 
not innocuous, vaping still super 
heats a chemical substance and 
creates chemical byproducts.”
Customers who choose to 
vape their weed can choose 
between two options--oils and 
fl owers.
Cannabis producers use sol-
vants to extract THC oils, which 
are then turned into scented, va-
porizer ready, liquids.
While users who choose to 
vaporize these liquids acknowl-
edge that they’re less natural 
than fl owers, they’re often com-
forted by the regulation in I-502 
that says all ingredients must be 
listed on the product’s packag-
ing.
According to Brittany 
Choyce, owner of  The Green 
Shelf, companies who market 
their oils as safe are deliberately 
misleading their customers by 
taking advantage of  a loophole 
in the initiative.
“Most producers are using 
propylene glycol because it’s 
FDA approved for oral con-
sumption,” Choyce said. “By 
that they mean eating, not in-
haling.”
Choyce explained that trace 
amounts of  propylene glycol 
have long been used as an ad-
ditive in the manufacturing of  
food, but researchers never fore-
saw the chemical being heated 
at extreme temperatures and 
inhaled for applications like va-
porizing weed.
Since I-502 is regulated by 
the state, not the FDA, Choyce 
says that producers are extract-
ing THC oils using a chemical 
for purposes that have never 
been studied. 
“We refuse to carry any 
products that it’s added to until 
there’s solid research,” Choyce 
said. “That’s not what we [the 
marijuana industry] should be 
about. We should be clean, nat-
ural, and safe.”
NEWS
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Environment club makes progress on ban
Bernie Sanders sweeps Washington; more states to vote
By McKenzie Lakey
Lakeym@cwu.edu | @Lakey_McKenzie
Presidential hopeful Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders proved victorious in 
the Washington State Demo-
cratic presidential caucuses that 
took place on Saturday, March 
26, pulling in 72.7 percent of  
the votes statewide.
With high voter turnouts—
reaching numbers estimated 
at 230,000 people, accord-
ing to the Washington State 
Democratic Party—Sanders’ 
campaign claimed 101 of  the 
possible 118 delegates that 
Washington has available. 
“There’s certainly been a lot 
of  interest in Sen. Sanders,” 
said Steve Verhey, chairman of  
the Kittitas County Democrats 
in an interview with the Daily 
Record. “He has generated a 
lot of  excitement.”
Sanders also won Alaska 
and Hawaii on the same day, 
gaining an additional 30 dele-
gates between the two (13 from 
Alaska and 17 from Hawaii). 
Sanders has now reached a 
total of  1,024 pledged delegates 
with 1,970 still up for grabs in 
upcoming caucuses. 
An estimated 1,200 Demo-
crats turned out at various lo-
cations around Kittitas County 
in order to caucus, including 
Central’s Student Union and 
Recreation Center (SURC).
Kittitas County’s total per-
centage for Sanders was higher 
than the state’s average, coming 
in at 77.4 percent in favor of  
Sanders with the remaining 
22.6 percent turning out in 
support of  Clinton. 
While the percentage of  votes 
from Kittitas County aligned 
closely with the rest of  the state, 
a few counties showed varying 
degrees of  support for Sanders. 
However, even the counties 
that leaned towards Clinton 
were nowhere near overtaking 
Sanders’ lead. Garfi eld County 
(located in southeastern Wash-
ington) claimed the highest 
percentage of  votes in favor 
of  Clinton. She received 40 
percent of  the votes compared 
to Sanders’ 60 percent.
On the opposite end of  the 
votes, the strongest support for 
Sanders came from Skamania 
County (located on the Ore-
gon border), where he came 
away with a fi nal total of  90.2 
percent of  the votes.
The Washington win for 
Sanders was followed by a 
surprising decision occurring in 
Nevada’s county conventions 
(a second-round caucusing 
process) that took place on 
Saturday, April 2. 
According to the Washington 
Post, the county conventions 
narrowed Clinton’s origi-
nal lead in the state from 20 
delegates to Sanders’ 15, to a 
new total of  18 delegates going 
to Clinton and 17 falling to 
Sanders. 
Although Sanders’ campaign 
appears to be gaining momen-
tum in the polls with his latest 
victories, Clinton is still holding 
a fi rm lead on Sanders in terms 
of  pledged superdelegates (an 
unelected delegate who is able 
to support any candidate in the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion (DNC)). Clinton currently 
has 469 pledged superdelegates 
compared to Sanders’ 31. 
A superdelegate’s vote, how-
ever, is not fi nalized until the 
DNC takes place July 25-28 in 
Philadelphia.
On the other side of  the 
presidential race, the Republi-
can party is still working on its 
campaign eff orts and deter-
mining which candidate will be 
their front-runner—a process 
that will likely keep the party 
divided through the presidential 
primary taking place in May. 
According to the Kittitas 
County Republican Party, 
Washington’s 44 national Re-
publican delegates will not be 
awarded until the presidential 
primary on Tuesday, May 24. 
Kittitas County’s GOP 
convention, in which delegates 
will be elected for the State 
Convention, will take place 
Saturday, April 9, at the Hal 
Holmes Center in downtown 
Ellensburg, with registration 
beginning at 9 a.m. 
Phil Roeder/Flickr
By Jonathan Glover 
GloverJ@cwu.edu | @glovertrain
When James King wants to 
prove a point, he prefers to do it 
literally. For the past two quar-
ters, King would dress up in a 
suit made of  hundreds of  plastic 
bags and trounce around cam-
pus, talking to people about the 
environment, or pausing to pose 
for a photo.
The idea was to show people 
how much plastic ends up in the 
local environment from plastic 
bags given out at local retailers.
He quickly became known 
as the “plastic bag man,” and 
together with a local environ-
mental club, Our Environment, 
King and crew were successful 
in petitioning Ellensburg’s City 
Council to look into some sort 
of  measure on limiting plastic 
bag use in Ellensburg.
On March 8, they got their 
wish. The city council voted to 
look into some sort of  measure 
on plastic bags – whether it’s 
an outright ban, or a tax or fee 
structure.
If  enacted, Ellensburg would 
join about a dozen other Wash-
ington cities that have passed 
some sort of  ordinance or legis-
lation limiting or banning plas-
tic bag use.
“I was happy to see them 
talking about it,” said King, who 
became a member of  Our Envi-
ronment last June. He’s current-
ly pursuing a degree in anthro-
pology at Central, with a minor 
in environmental studies.
Following the March 8 
meeting, city council members 
tapped City Attorney Terry 
Weiner to research other mu-
nicipalities’ actions on plastic 
bags. According to Weiner, the 
council was interested in impos-
ing a fee or tax on both plastic 
and paper bag use, with a higher 
amount on plastics.
Other cities often use this fee 
to pay for environmental proj-
ects, or as is the case for Wash-
ington D.C., local cleanup proj-
ects in rivers and streams.
“Some cities use it for educa-
tional outreach and for middle 
matters,” Weiner said. “Other 
cities use it to increase recycling 
eff orts. Usually, it has some sort 
of  connection, either to plastic 
bags, trying to clean up the envi-
ronment, or education, or some 
other use to protecting the envi-
ronment.”
City Mayor Rich Elliott was 
personally interested in the idea 
of  a tax for this very reason. 
“I’d like to see the money 
going to commercial recycling,” 
Elliott said. “If  what I proposed 
passes, the city will have money 
to give to recycling.”
Despite many cities across 
Washington requiring their cit-
izens and businesses to recycle, 
Ellensburg does not. In fact, 
Elliott said commercial busi-
nesses in the downtown sector 
don’t have access to recycling at 
all, but if  the fee or tax passed, 
commercial recycling would be 
one of  the fi rst projects on the 
horizon.
Which is also why, Elliott 
said, he opposed an outright 
plastic bag ban, like the same 
sort found in Seattle, which out-
lawed plastic bags in 2012. Our 
Environment’s original letter, 
which was sent to the council in 
June, advocated for an outright 
ban, but the group has since 
been in support of  working with 
the city on any sort of  matter 
that would reduce waste.
Aside from not having a tax 
to generate funds, Elliott said he 
didn’t support a ban for many 
reasons. One was because con-
venience stores aren’t really set 
up for paper bags, and people 
don’t often bring reusable bags 
when stopping for gas or snacks.
He also said that, based on 
the city council’s research into 
the matter, outright bans on 
plastic bags don’t have the posi-
tive eff ect that people think they 
do.
“A ban created other kinds 
of  issues,” he said. “It does re-
duce litter, but it doesn’t reduce 
the amount of  waste going into 
streams. If  you’re trying to get 
people to change their behavior, 
a fee or tax route seems to have 
some success.”
If  things go as planned, City 
Attorney Weiner should have 
plans and recommendations 
drafted for the council by May 
2. Elliott said any type of  ordi-
nance or plan could be adopted 
as early as the fi rst meeting in 
June, but that’s best case scenar-
io.
As for Our Environment and 
James King, the plastic bag suit 
has since been retired for the 
time being. But that’s not to say 
the group isn’t paying attention.
“Even though we didn’t get 
our way, it is moving towards a 
positive direction,” King said. 
“It’s at least causing dialogue.”
As early as June, the Ellensburg City Council could vote to either ban plastic bags outright, or charge or fee or tax for their use.
Chase Tibbles/The Observer
Our Environ-
ment successfuly 
petitions city 
council  to look 
into plastic bag 
ban, tax or fee
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Surf  City  Waterpark st i l l  in  the works  
MASS INCARCERATION &
RACIAL JUSTICE:
BLACK AND BROWN
LIVES DO MATTER
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Kailan Manandic
ManandicK@cwu.edu | @Kailan_M
Surf  City Waterpark over-
came hurdles last week and is 
close to fi nally breaking ground 
this summer. 
On March 21, 35 of  the 40 
acres of  waterpark land south 
of  Interstate 90 went up for 
sale, the Daily Record reported. 
Project developer, Gene Martin, 
said the investors fi nancing the 
land were able to do so because 
the project didn’t meet certain 
deadlines.
Since then, Martin said he 
has met with the investors, re-
solved this issue and plans to 
fi nalize documents for construc-
tion within the week.
“It delayed us, but it was just 
another hurdle,” he said. 
One of  the largest setbacks 
that contributed to this hurdle, 
according to Martin, was the 
State Environmental Policy Act 
review. After undergoing the 
initial cultural resources audit, 
which found nothing, the state 
asked them to conduct an addi-
tional one.
“Although it showed noth-
ing the fi rst time, we had to go 
back and redo the cultural audit 
a second time, which of  course 
cost us more money and more 
time,” Martin said.
The review process took 142 
days to get a mitigated determi-
nation of  nonsignifi cance. Mar-
tin said he expected it to only 
take 60 to 90 days, and during 
this period he set up funds with 
their lender-partner.
“It just takes time, there’s 
nothing we can do about it,” 
Martin said, “but they don’t sit 
there and hold that money for-
ever.”
Now that the land is secured, 
Martin said he is only waiting on 
a few fi nal documents to submit 
requests for the building permits 
and begin construction. 
Once submitted, the per-
mit will be processed in about 
12 weeks according to Kirsten 
Sackett, Community Develop-
ment Director.
Despite this, Martin says 
he hopes to break ground even 
sooner and begin digging before 
obtaining the permits for the ac-
tual structures. 
The three structures will be 
constructed in two phases, ac-
cording to county documents. 
Once construction starts it will 
take the contractor 14 to 16 
months to complete the fi rst 
phase Martin said.
Phase one consists of  the con-
struction of  the 117,000-square-
foot water park, the parking lot 
and a six-story, 249,894 square-
foot, 215-room hotel. Phase two, 
set to follow within a year, will 
see another six-story, 189-room 
hotel built.
The park has the potential 
to be an economic boost for 
Ellensburg in job creation and 
tourism. Some 200 positions 
would open up to operate the 
park year-round.
Martin has said that he and 
his team are open to student em-
ployment, and that “our biggest 
export here [in Ellensburg] is 
our kids.”
Because of  certain policies, 
there cannot be any area within 
the waterpark in which an at-
tendant can’t see. This requires 
a large amount of  lifeguards on 
staff  and, according to Martin, 
they will be looking to the col-
lege to fi ll many levels of  full-
time and part-time jobs.
Additionally, Martin said 
they will be looking for gradu-
ating students to fi ll higher level 
jobs in marketing. 
Once the park is up and 
running, it will have over 400 
rooms. The city hopes thou-
sands of  tourists will fl ood mon-
ey into the local economy every 
year and be a large boost for the 
community.
Martin said because of  the 
park’s location close to the high-
way, locals shouldn’t expect a 
huge increase in traffi  c. Martin 
said he also plans to work with 
local businesses to set up cou-
pons and other deals to encour-
age visitors to visit the down-
town core area.
“It’s been a struggle and 
very hard, but things like this 
are hard,” Martin said, “We’re 
towards the end and I think that 
everybody will be very happy 
with what it does to and for El-
lensburg.”
Brittany Allen/The Observer
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“No one really knows what 
happened,” he said, and he did 
not elaborate. He noted some 
women wearing the hijab say 
that people often stare at them, 
which can make them feel un-
comfortable and not socially 
accepted.
*      *     *
A large part of  what makes 
female Muslim students stand 
out is the fact that many wear 
the hijab. Zahiah, however, said 
she doesn’t wear it for atten-
tion—that’s the last thing she 
wants.
Sitting in a coff ee shop, Za-
hiah speaks so softly it’s diffi  -
cult to hear her voice over the 
scraping of  metal chairs and the 
dim roar. Her hijab is light grey 
and frames her face. She peers 
through her white-frame glasses, 
her eyes fl icking up to the ceiling 
when asked about negative ste-
reotypes surrounding wearing 
the hijab.
“For me, I see it as my pro-
tection. I see it as me. You know, 
this is part of  me,” she explains. 
“You don’t [have] to tell some-
one why are you wearing a hat, 
why are you wearing a jacket, 
why are you wearing a long 
dress, you just do it. It’s part of  
you.”
She repeated that a huge 
part of  wearing the hijab is pro-
tection. It shows that women are 
not for “everyone to have.”
“I’m very valuable and not 
e v e r y -
one can 
see me,” 
Z a h i a h 
said. “It is 
a choice 
and that’s 
what I try 
to tell peo-
ple. It is 
actually a 
choice.”
T h e 
hijab is 
a major point of  contention 
among some in the Western 
media, because some view it as 
a way of  oppressing women, ac-
cording to O’Mahony.
“The only way to be a ‘free 
woman’ is to wear heels and 
bare your skin . . . that’s a de-
scription of  what freedom is that 
is a diff erent type or form of  op-
pression,” she says. “Freedom is 
to wear or not to wear whatever 
you want.”
*    *     *
Many who study Islam, in-
cluding O’Mahony, believe a 
big reason why some Muslim 
students have had negative ex-
periences on campus is the lack 
of  knowledge about Islam.
“I noticed over the last few 
terms . . . the way in which 
things have been said have been 
refl ecting the national dialogue,” 
she said. “As GOP candidates or 
media talking heads have been 
saying certain things about ban-
ning Muslims . . . that language 
consciously or unconsciously, 
often unconsciously, has been 
fi ltering into the classroom.”
For several weeks, Aziz and 
Zahiah set up a table in the 
Student Union and Recreation 
Center (SURC) to talk to stu-
dents about Islam. They  posted 
a sign on the table saying, “Talk 
to a Muslim,” which includes a 
silhouette of  a praying person.
On a recent day, they sat 
adjacent to several other ta-
bles promoting student organi-
zations and watched a steady 
stream of  students walking past. 
Several looked at the table with 
curiosity, but no one stopped.
Aziz said they have not been 
met with any hostility but the 
number of  students stopping by 
has gone down in recent weeks.
“We had ideas we wanted to 
implement but we didn’t that is 
why we didn’t have more peo-
ple coming and it started to feel 
useless,” Aziz later said in a text 
message. “We saw it [Talk to a 
Muslim] on Facebook, I think, 
and we thought of  doing some-
thing similar.”
The Saudi Student Associa-
tion is the only Muslim-affi  liated 
group on campus. There is not 
a Muslim Student Association, 
much to 
the disap-
pointment 
of  O’Ma-
hony, who 
said she 
has urged 
M u s l i m 
s t u d e n t s 
to form 
such an 
organiza-
tion for 
s e v e r a l 
years.
However, the Saudi Student 
Association has been the main 
group lobbying for accommo-
dations for Muslim students on 
campus, such as a prayer room 
and specifi ed workout times for 
female Muslim students at the 
recreation center. The latter 
is important because Muslim 
women are not comfortable 
wearing revealing clothing, such 
as athletic attire, in the presence 
of  men.
The Associated Students of  
Central Washington Univer-
sity (ASCWU) and the Saudi 
Student Association have been 
working together over the past 
year to try to create a space that 
would fi t the needs of  Muslim 
students during the fi ve neces-
sary prayer times during the day. 
Carpeted fl oors, foot washing 
stations, and separate restrooms 
are some of  the main necessities 
for a prayer room.
“It’s a really deep-rooted 
issue and I think maybe very 
specifi c, and very few people 
have been trying to address the 
issue over the years,” said Olivia 
Durham, ASCWU vice presi-
dent for equity and community 
aff airs. “I defi nitely think that, 
as far as I’m concerned, it’s been 
even more elevated of  an issue.”
Rene Mahnke, ASCWU vice 
president for student life and fa-
cilities, said the Muslim students 
have been using the Green 
Room in the SURC as a tempo-
rary prayer room until they fi nd 
something more permanent.
“The space has to be creat-
ed, not found,” Mahnke said. 
“They’re a huge part of  the 
campus, so many exchange stu-
dents but also so many domestic 
Muslim students from Washing-
ton [are here.] They deserve the 
same treatment as everybody 
else.”
Although the topic of  a spe-
cifi c workout time for female 
Muslim students was new to 
Mahnke, he said it makes sense 
that they would be interested in 
such an arrangement.
At a recent Saudi Student 
Association leader meeting, Za-
hiah said that last fall she sent 
a message to an Instagram ac-
count affi  liated with recreation 
center workout classes about 
setting up a workout time for 
Muslim women only.
However, when a person 
from the recreation center came 
to the International Center on 
campus to ask them about spe-
cifi cs and what would work for 
the women, she thought the 
process the person outlined was 
long and cumbersome.
“Right now, when we asked 
them again, it seemed more 
complicated, which I don’t un-
derstand why,” Zahiah said.
For his part, Mahnke prom-
ised he would bring up the issue 
in a future meeting with SURC 
offi  cials to see if  something 
could be resolved .
*      *     *
Most of  the Saudi Student 
Association leaders said they 
have enjoyed living in America 
and didn’t want to go back to 
Saudi Arabia once they gradu-
ate from Central.
Most Saudi Arabian stu-
dents are required to go back 
to their home country after re-
ceiving their education from an 
American university, according 
to Aziz.
For his part, Aziz said he 
loves America and has spent 
nearly half  of  his life in the 
United States, including six 
years as an accounting student 
at Central. He said the best part 
about going to school in Ameri-
ca is the ability to travel around 
the United States. As of  right 
now, his favorite place to visit is 
Atlanta.
“Eventually I want to leave, 
but not soon,” Aziz said with a 
smile.
Real big fi sh
We saw you, on the corner 
of  Fifth and Pearl in down-
town Ellensburg. You were 
just a pair of  legs with men’s 
fi shing rubber boots cover-
ing most of  your calves. 
However, a massive salm-
on fi sh costume engulfed 
the rest of  your body. The 
fi sh’s mouth slowly slipped 
down past your knees until 
it kissed the sidewalk. An-
other man ran over to help 
hold up your fi shy curves 
to make sure you don’t tip 
over. 
The disco-loving jock
We saw you, walking through the fi rst fl oor of  Farrell Hall. 
You walked with a purpose. The sweat stains on your 
sweatpants near the backside of  your kneecaps made it 
seem like you had just gotten out of  a workout, but we 
know you just got out of  class. As you can imagine, it came 
as quite a shock when we saw you jamming out to “Don’t 
Feel Like Dancin’” by the Scissor Sisters. And by jamming 
out, we mean singing loudly. That’s okay dude, you do you. 
The serial toilet fl usher
We saw you, or rather, heard you in the SURC fi rst-fl oor 
men’s bathroom. The second or third toilet fl ush were dis-
missed as those annoying automatic sensors acting up, but 
by the ninth fl ush, we began to wonder: Does he hate wa-
ter? Was it the world’s most massive shit? If  that’s the case, 
then we probably should have written a story on it, not sit 
idly by as you fl ushed it down the toilet. But we didn’t. And 
now we’re here. 
The very late white rabbit
We saw you running down the stairs in Bouillon Hall. You 
were dressed professionally; purple dress shirt and black 
pants. You were obviously upset. You kept muttering, “I 
have to get this to the offi  ce” as you fl ew down the stairs. 
When you got to the bottom, you sighed heavily, looked 
around for a bit like you’d forgotten where you were, then 
hurried off  towards the Testing Center. Whatever docu-
ments you were getting to the offi  ce, we hope you made it 
in time. Godspeed, you very late man. 
Conversational Jazz
We saw you, between 1891 and McConnell Hall. You were 
talking with another individual and your mustache would 
make a toothbrush jealous. Your phone was clutched in 
your hand and the soft sounds of  Dizzy Gillespie drifted 
up between you and your friend. I’m glad you had some 
jazz to accompany your rather loud conversation. 
The caff einated rocker
We saw you walking across the Science Lawn. You had on 
a dark blue coat and matching pants. Your blonde hair was 
moppy. Typical college student, we thought. But then we 
heard it. It was faint at fi rst, but then you got closer. “Livin’ 
On A Prayer” by Bon Jovi was blaring from your phone, or 
speaker pocket, or mini rockstar in your pocket. Not that 
we have anything against ‘80s hair metal, you just got it 
stuck in our fucking heads. 
The tennis-baller
We saw you working on your handles in the weight room. 
Dribbling your tennis ball around and perfecting that shake 
‘n bake. You’re tall and lanky, and you wore a University 
of  Washington muscle shirt. Next time we need someone 
to cross-up a squat rack, we know who our fi rst pick is.
The not-so-great study buddy
We saw you, snoozing upstairs in the SURC with your 
feet propped up on a spare chair as you sprawled out in 
a booth. You were surrounded by your friends who were 
studying away when you saw the opportunity—and took 
it—to get caught up on the sleep that is already eluding 
you this early in the quarter. The noise of  the room didn’t 
even seem to phase you. Next time, however, you may 
want to consider taking your glasses off  before you reclaim 
your newly found bed.
Julia Moreno/The Observer
WE
BSERVED YOU
Observer staffers were there when it happened
”
““As GOP candidates or me-dia talking heads have been saying certain things about banning Muslims . . . that lan-
guage consciously or uncon-
sciously, often unconscious-
ly, has been fi ltering into the 
classroom.
-Geraldine OʼMahony, Islamic Studies professor
- “Solidarity” from page 1
McKenzie Lakey/The Observer
PLAN ON WALKING 
AT COMMENCEMENT?
Register for graduation and purchase your 
regalia by May 1, 2016 and receive 25% off 
select cap, gown, and frame package.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
FOR GRAD KICKOFF 
and pick up your cap and gown package and 
honors cords; have a portrait taken; receive 
a discount on class rings and frames; order 
announcements; and talk to Alumni Relations 
and Career Services. You could win a FREE 
Graduation Frame and other great prizes.
Ellensburg  
April 19 and 20  
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
SURC Ballroom 
CWU-Des Moines  
April 27 
1 p.m.-7 p.m.
Higher Education Center
CWU-Lynnwood 
April 28 
1 p.m.-7 p.m.
Snoqualmie Hall
Visit wildcatshop.net to place your order 
and for Grad Kickoff information.
2016 CWU 
COMMENCEMENT
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX institution. For accommodations: DS@cwu.edu
Central
Washington
University 
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The Panama Papers are proof 
of tax loopholes – but does 
anyone actually care?
Observer staff
editor@cwuobserver.com 
Perhaps the most important 
data leak in world history hap-
pened just four days ago–and 
we’re willing to bet most of  you 
haven’t heard much about it.
An unprecedented 2.6 tera-
bytes of  data were leaked over a 
year ago, and in the time leading 
up to Sunday, hundreds of  jour-
nalists in more than 100 news 
organizations across the world 
worked to uncover all of  the sto-
ries hidden in the documents.
They released this informa-
tion as part of  the Internation-
al Consortium of  Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) to protect 
themselves, so that no one jour-
nalist could be targeted as a 
scapegoat.
They’re calling this leak the 
Panama Papers and they cov-
er roughly 40 years of  global 
tax evasion through the world’s 
fourth biggest offshore law firm, 
Mossack Fonseca in Panama.
You could read about these 
leaks on Sunday on the ICIJ 
website, as well as hundreds of  
foreign news agencies. When 
the papers were released and 
the period of  time following, 
there were over 500,000 tweets 
mentioning the leak. A post on 
Reddit announcing the Panama 
Papers had over 16,000 up-votes 
in the span of  a few hours.
But if  you tried to read about 
this story on CNN or The New 
York Times, good luck. There 
wasn’t a peep that day from 
most American news agencies, 
and even now, news of  the 
NCAA tournament takes up 
more space on the NY Time’s 
homepage than does the Pana-
ma Papers.
So why is that? It’s pret-
ty well documented that cor-
porations, politicians and the 
wealthy elite thrive on avoiding 
paying their fair share of  taxes. 
Visit USA Today, and you’ll see 
a list featuring top Fortune 500 
companies that paid little-to-no 
income taxes last year.
Democratic presidential 
hopeful Bernie Sanders has an-
chored his campaign on elimi-
nating tax loopholes – loopholes 
that allow companies reporting 
billions of  profit each year to 
pay roughly 2 percent income 
tax, which is much lower than 
the average American pays. Ig-
noring the disparities between 
tax brackets and income, most 
Americans can expect to pay 
over 10 percent of  their wages 
to federal income tax.
Elizabeth Warren, U.S. Sen-
ator for Massachusetts, has vil-
ified corporate and Wall Street 
tax evasion, and has done so 
unabashedly.  On her blog, she’s 
publicly declared the American 
tax code as “rigged.”
“Huge corporations hire 
armies of  lawyers and lobbyists 
to create, expand, and protect 
every law and corporate loop-
hole,” she writes.
So why then is the direct ev-
idence of  these tax loopholes, 
which are likely tied to hundreds 
if  not thousands (according to 
the ICIJ report) of  wealthy elites 
across the globe, not receiving 
more news coverage in Ameri-
ca? (The ICIJ will release a full 
list of  companies and names 
tied to Mossack Fronseca in ear-
ly May, it claims).
This is a topical issue (as 
the Bernie Sanders campaign 
would likely agree) that affects 
each and every one of  us. When 
companies or wealthy Amer-
icans don’t pay taxes,it’s un-
ethical. Unfortunately, it’s also 
completely legal. It’s only illegal 
if  we, the bottom percent of  the 
populace, don’t pay.
Try lying to the IRS or sim-
ply not doing your taxes each 
year. You’ll likely regret it quick-
er than you can say “Tax Day.”
As you know, taxes pay for 
stuff. Stuff like roads, social ser-
vices and wars. Mostly wars, but 
other things too. But these same 
people who stand on podiums 
and say that we, as a governed 
people need to pay taxes are the 
same people who are doing ev-
erything in their power to avoid 
paying theirs.
It needs to stop. And we as 
Americans need to let them 
know that. Or, we at least need 
to act like we give a shit.
EDITORIALO
editor@cwuobserver.com
BSERVER
Get off  your ass  and vote
With the presidential elec-
tion this year and the Washing-
ton State Republican primary 
right around the corner, there 
are two chances to use your con-
stitutional right guaranteed by 
the 15th Amendment and vote. 
Unfortunately, a lot of  peo-
ple, especially millennials, take 
their right to vote for grant-
ed. Voting does matter and it 
shouldn’t be taken for granted – 
especially since there are many 
countries out there that don’t 
allow its citizens to vote. We are 
so lucky to have this right.
It makes me so mad when 
someone from my generation 
says they aren’t going to vote 
either because they don’t care, 
don’t like any of  the candidates, 
or don’t think their vote matters, 
when in reality it does.
Just the other day I was 
talking to one of  my friends, 
and they said they weren’t going 
to vote because they didn’t like 
any of  the presidential candi-
dates. The only way they would 
vote is if  Donald Trump ended 
up being one of  the candidates 
for president.  They would vote 
against him.
Never say your vote doesn’t 
count because it actually does 
and can make a difference. 
Last month on March 1, Ber-
nie Sanders won by one vote 
in  Methuen, Mass. That single 
person who made the decision 
to vote and not forego it, made 
all the difference in Sanders 
winning that city.
While it may be harder to 
vote when you first turn 18 and 
are still in high school, it’s so 
easy to do here on the Central 
campus. Usually in the early 
days of  the month of  Novem-
ber, ASCWU partners with the 
Kittitas County Auditor’s office 
to put on the Election Assistance 
Center.
It’s so easy to vote there be-
cause you can print off your bal-
lot or vote online right there.
Why is it so hard to pick a 
candidate for president?
Yes, you may not agree with 
everything one candidate is say-
ing but that’s human nature to 
disagree. You may not agree 
with things your friends like, dis-
like or say, but that doesn’t mean 
you stop being their friend.
You should respect their 
opinion. You can politely dis-
agree with them. It’s not that 
hard to read about each presi-
dential candidate’s views on cer-
tain issues, you may actually find 
that you share similar opinions 
on a subject. The excuse that “I 
don’t like any of  them” is not 
valid.
Not voting sets a bad exam-
ple for the next generation and 
causes people in other countries 
who can’t vote to look down on 
our country. A single vote can 
make the world of  difference be-
tween winning and losing. Your 
vote does count, so quit thinking 
that it doesn’t matter and go out 
there and vote.
By Victoria Shamrell
shamrellv@cwu.edu | @vmshamrell
Justgrimes/Flickr
By Julia Moreno
morenoju@cwu.edu | @juliamoreno27
They always roll into class 
about five minutes late, wearing 
gray sweats and a high school 
sweatshirt with messy hair and 
a look of  absolute disinterest. 
And this is on the day you’re ac-
tually seeing them. We all know 
that one person – the one who 
barely comes to class, and when 
they do, they always ask to bum 
your notes.
But they should be interested 
and they should take classes seri-
ously because we are all paying a 
fair chunk of  change to be here. 
How much, one might ask?
Well, I did some math (and 
I’m not a fan of  math so be hap-
py I did this). It roughly comes 
out to $60 a class if  you’re en-
rolled in a four-day class and 
you’re a Washington resident. 
Sixty dollars can buy you a 
bunch of  tacos from Taco Bell, 
over 1,000 stick-on googly eyes 
off eBay or, you know, a formal 
education.
Don’t believe me? Central’s 
registrar’s office has this handy 
little feature on its Web site that 
breaks down how many credits 
it costs each quarter with stu-
dents’ fees attached. A one-cred-
it class (shoutout to the bullshit 
PE courses) costs around $507, 
including student fees. 
So, yes, even though you 
might not want to go to your 
ultimate Frisbee class, you are 
paying close to $500 a quarter 
to learn the different ways to 
toss a plastic disc—so learn to 
enjoy it.
But let’s 
break it 
down a lit-
tle more so 
you can see 
how I came 
up with the 
figure of  60 
bucks per class. It costs $2,896 
a quarter to take between 10 to 
18 credits. Divide that number 
by 10 (number of  weeks in an 
average quarter) and that comes 
out to $289.60. Divide that 
number by four (I decided to be 
generous regarding the number 
of  days per week that a class is 
held) and the amount comes out 
to $72.40 per class.
If  your class meets three 
times a week, you’re paying 
$96.54 to go to class that day. 
And if  you’re REALLY lucky, 
and you only meet twice a week, 
it’s a whopping $120.67 per 
class.
Hey, I’m guilty of  skipping a 
class once in awhile, too. I mean 
who wants to be there day-in 
and day-out, listening to some 
professor drone on about shit 
you can usually Google? But 
now that I’ve put my interme-
diate math skills to use to figure 
out how much it costs to go to 
my twice-a-
week classes, 
you bet your 
ass I won’t 
be skipping 
any more 
lectures.
S e r i -
ously, why 
would you skip your classes 
when you are literally paying 
thousands of  dollars to be here? 
Also, there are a fair number of  
people who would do anything 
to be here and learning. Don’t 
waste it on partying a little too 
hard the night before, sleeping 
in and missing your class. Put 
your money to good use and 
show up for classes. You never 
know, you just might actually 
learn something.
College is an investment – 
you should take it  seriously
”
“Even though you might not want to go to your ultimate Frisbee class, you are paying close to $500 a quarter to learn the differ-
ent ways to toss a plastic disc. 
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Barber in the Burg
Nic Cooper
ncauno@gmail.com 
On a typical windy Ellens-
burg day, Jaime Gutierrez wakes 
up early, eats some breakfast, 
washes it down with a cup of  
Joe or Red Bull, and reads the 
newspaper. By 8 a.m., it’s time 
for the owner of  Northwest Bar-
bershop  to open his Fourth Av-
enue shop.
After making sure the shop is 
clean, everything is fully stocked 
and all clippers are in working 
order, it’s time to get cutting.
He applies a fresh neck strip 
and gracefully places a cape 
over his first client.
“So how do you want your 
cut today, bro?” he asks.
“Tight fade on the sides and 
finger length on top,” answers 
Brooks Abel, one of  Gutierrez’s 
regulars.
How it all started
Gutierrez’s career as a bar-
ber took off during his middle 
school years in Toppenish, when 
he  picked up a pair of  clippers 
in the 8th grade and began cut-
ting his friends’ hair.
“No one where I was from 
really knew how to do the hair-
cuts that people wanted…So 
my last resort was to start doing 
it myself,” says Gutierrez as he 
fires up the clippers.
“And so I ended up becom-
ing the team barber, the neigh-
borhood barber.”
He had three older brothers 
and sisters who attended col-
lege; his parents made it clear 
that not going wasn’t an option.
He’d fallen in love with Se-
attle, and 
wanted to 
escape Ya-
kima, so he 
decided to 
go to the 
Univers i ty 
of  Wash-
ing ton .He 
wound up 
majoring  in 
law society 
& justice and ethnic studies.
That led to his first postgrad-
uate job working with a high 
school equivalency program 
(HEP).
Gutierrez helped people 
gain education for careers, col-
lege or military service, but he 
was laid off.
 Gutierrez said trying survive 
the job market led him back to 
his barber roots and attending 
barber school.
 “I actually ended up finish-
ing barber school before anyone 
got back to me for another job, 
so I said, ‘Alright let’s go cut 
some hair,’ ” he recalls.
After graduating from bar-
ber school, he returned to Top-
penish, where he cut hair at Me-
mo’s Barbershop.
“It’s a good scene to get into 
because there’s a lot of  young 
people...[in the] music scene 
and sports, so it makes it pretty 
popular,” he explains.
Gutierrez again wanted to get 
out of  the Yakima Valley.
“The gang violence – it 
doesn’t mat-
ter if  you’re 
a f f i l i a t e d 
with gangs 
or not, it 
affects you 
one way or 
another,” he 
says. 
He had to 
make sure 
to schedule certain clients at dif-
ferent times when he knew they 
were from rival gangs. 
 He shuts off his clippers and 
pauses for a moment.
“The last thing I would want 
is...”
“Two colors in one room!” 
says Abel.
“Yeah, you know!” says Jai-
me.
“That’s always fun!” Abel 
chuckles.
 Setting up shop
Gutierrez had friends in El-
lensburg and grew found of  the 
town. He appreciated the lack 
of  gang violence.
Gutierrez prepared a busi-
ness plan and lined up investors.
“I wanted to do it right,” he 
says. 
“This is my first business I’ve 
ever owned, and I didn’t want 
it to crash and burn within the 
course of  a couple months or a 
year or two.”
 His parents, initially thought 
Gutierrez’s plan was foolish. But 
after seeing that it was their son’s 
passion, they softened.
There were some initial 
growing pains, Gutierrez said. 
At first, he was bored by the re-
petitive conversations.
But that soon changed as he 
began to develop relationships 
with his returning clients.
“You’re my friend, right 
Brooksy?” he asks Abel.
“Oh yeah. You probably 
know some shit about me a lot 
of  people don’t know,” Abel re-
plies as they share a laugh.
Abel has been a regular cus-
tomer for eight months, and he 
says it feels like you are always 
going to a friend’s place when 
you go to Northwest.
 “Guy is a homie,” Abel says 
about Gutierrez.“He offers just 
about anything that men need 
in a good barber.”
 Home for now
Gutierrez was the first of  
his siblings to leave the Yakima 
Valley, so he constantly worried 
about leaving his family and not 
having enough money.
After a long period of  self-re-
flection, he says he came to the 
realization that the venture was 
worth the risk.
“I think I’ve become more 
mature and more of  an adult 
now that I own a business,” he 
says. 
“I’ve gotta be here on time, 
I’ve gotta show up ready to 
work, I’ve gotta manage my 
money…Just making sure I 
don’t run it into the ground,” 
he adds, counting out his list on 
each finger.
Gutierrez is in his third year 
of  running Northwest, and says 
he’s ready to add a second chair.
“We’re slowly expanding 
and I thought about opening 
another shop in Yakima, but the 
last thing I want to do is neglect 
this one,” Gutierrez says. “But 
only time will tell.”
“How does it look, bro? Nice 
and tight on the sides; finger 
length on top,” Gutierrez asks 
Abel as he hands him a mirror.
“That’s what I need,” Abel 
says as Gutierrez blows the re-
maining loose hair off of  him. 
Abel hands him a $20.
“Alright Brooks. You need 
change?” Gutierrez asks. Abel 
shakes his head no as he gathers 
his belongings.
“Thanks, man.”
Jamie Gutierrez owns and runs Northwest Barbershop located on Fourth Avenue here in Ellensburg.  He first decided he wanted a career as a barber back when he first started cutting his friend hair in the 8th grade.
Nic Cooper/The Observer
Gutierrez 
strives to 
be a cut 
above the 
rest
”
“This is my first business I’ve ever owned, and I didn’t want it to crash and burn within the 
course of a couple months or 
a year or two. 
-Jaime Gutierrez, Owner of Northwest Barbershop
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The SURC was the first fusion building of  it’s kind combining both a student union and a recreation center into one place. 
Designed by Laurel Fischer/The Publicity Center
I’ve been dating someone for the last couple of  weeks, and things are going 
really well. We haven’t had sex yet, but I like this person a lot and am ready 
for the next step. The problem is, last year, I was diagnosed with genital herpes, 
and I haven’t been in a sexual relationship since. I’m on medication, but this 
would be the first person I would tell where there’s a potential for sex… and a 
potential for heartache if  they reject me. I know I need to talk about this before 
things get serious, but I’m afraid they won’t want to continue the relationship. 
What do I do?
  -  Diagnosed and Confused
Dr. H
Ask
Dr. Jill Hoxmeir is a public health 
professor at CWU. 
You can reach her anonymously at 
askdrh@cwuobserver.com.
History
Back in 2006, Central was 
looking at remodeling the old 
SUB, and dining services was 
looking to remodel its dining 
facility called Holmes Dining. 
The students at the time wanted 
a recreation center because the 
university didn’t have one, Wil-
son said. The building cost a to-
tal of  $56 million, is three stories 
high and is a total of  228,000 
square feet.
“Students were very much 
supportive of  this facility. The 
student government went to the 
students to request the fee once 
they established what types of  
fees were needed to build the 
building,” Wilson said.
Students at the time were 
sent out a wish list and could 
choose different options. The 
feedback from that wish list is 
how the SURC building was de-
signed and what all was put into 
it, Wilson said.
The building opened up 
in two parts, according to Wil-
son. First the recreation center 
opened in January of  2006, but 
everything beyond the SURC 
pit was blocked off since con-
struction was still going on. The 
student union part of  the build-
ing opened in April of  2006.
Present day students  
Rene Mahnke, a senior busi-
ness administration major, is the 
vice president of  student life and 
facilities. He oversees several 
different boards, including the 
SURC advisory board.
“What I think is really cool 
about this building is if  you go 
to Shaw-Smyser you have all the 
business students in one place, if  
you go to the Science Building 
you have all the science students 
in one place, but here (in the 
SURC) it’s all different students 
from all different backgrounds 
and study areas coming togeth-
er and hanging out together,” 
Mahnke said.
The fees that students pay 
each quarter for the SURC 
go to pay off the bonds on the 
building and go towards the 
operation of  it, Wilson said. 
The student union fee is $69 
per quarter for each individual, 
while the recreation fee is $102 
per quarter.
“There isn’t any state mon-
ey going into the facility, it’s just 
students’ fees that support the 
operation and paying back the 
loans,” Mahnke said.
The SURC advisory board 
is made up entirely of  students, 
so that the voice of  the students 
is very present. Wilson said that 
besides the building manager af-
ter 5 p.m. on weekdays and on 
weekends the SURC is mostly 
student run.
Celebration
There will be a celebration 
for the 10th anniversary of  the 
SURC and it will be going on 
May 23-26 as part of  student 
appreciation week, Mahnke 
said. It’s a four-day-long cele-
bration with free food and free 
prizes.
“I love how the SURC is tru-
ly the heart of  campus. I spend 
300 days a year in this building 
and it’s really cool to see all the 
improvements,” Mahnke said.
Improving the SURC
The second floor of  the 
SURC received new furniture 
at the start of  the school year 
which now better utilizes the 
space, Wilson said. Wilson went 
to the SURC advisory board last 
year asking to replace the furni-
ture, since it was almost 10 years 
old and was showing wear and 
tear.
“Most of  the furniture that is 
up there is ‘plug and play’ what 
I call it (meaning) you can plug 
in your iPad, everything has 
power,” Wilson said. “We want-
ed to bring that technology into 
the facility, we wanted to make 
it a space where students could 
study in workgroups.” 
The second floor is now 
packed all the time, Wilson said. 
There is more space for groups 
to study and the tall chairs can 
give more privacy.
“I think that’s the best part 
about changes like this where 
students’ input is asked for and 
you see the progress,” Mahnke 
said. “It’s awesome to see the 
SURC now being fully utilized, I 
think a lot of  students now come 
here instead of  the library.”
Another improvement to 
the SURC that was added last 
year was the wildcat statue. 
Rob Lane, the vice president 
of  student life and facilities last 
year, was the one who initiated 
the project and raised all of  the 
funds for it.  
“People stand there all day 
long and take pictures. It’s really 
cool to see,” Wilson said. 
“During graduation you see 
them (students) in their caps and 
gowns taking picture with it.” 
The SURC is truly the 
heart of  the campus and brings 
all types of  students together, 
whether they are seniors or in-
coming freshman.
Dear D&C,
 
First, I’m sorry to hear of  
your diagnosis. Dealing with a 
sexually transmitted infection 
(STI) is challenging. It can be 
even more challenging when we 
think we’re the only ones affect-
ed, but STIs are very common 
– about one out of  six people 
aged 14-49 years have genital 
herpes. So, knowing your status 
and how to have safe sex is very 
important, and I’m glad to hear 
that you’re ready to have that 
conversation with your special 
someone. There are many mis-
conceptions about STIs, espe-
cially genital herpes, or herpes 
simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2). 
Although you can get herpes 
through vaginal, anal, or oral 
sex, outbreaks can occur out-
side of  those areas so condoms 
(male, female, finger, dental 
dams) may not completely pre-
vent transmission. Most people 
who have genital herpes have 
no or very mild symptoms; peo-
ple often mistake symptoms for 
something else, like a pimple or 
ingrown hair. Although there is 
no cure for genital herpes, there 
are medications that shorten 
and even prevent outbreaks. 
People with genital herpes can 
certainly go on to lead healthy 
and happy lives. Knowing your 
status, taking medication, and 
being able to communicate 
openly with sexual partners are 
all a part of  that. It sounds like 
you are taking care of  yourself  
in all of  the important ways.
 
So, how can you disclose 
your status to someone you 
would like to have sex with? The 
short answer: Just tell them. Not 
on the phone or in a text. Don’t 
wait until you’re about to have 
sex, and don’t beat around the 
bush by asking them if  they have 
been tested or have ever had an 
STI. Just tell them in a quiet, 
private space when you have 
enough time to devote to the 
conversation—not when they’re 
about to rush out to class. Let 
them know it’s a hard conver-
sation for you, but that you care 
about them and that it is im-
portant to talk about it. Once 
you’ve told them, if  they need 
some time to think about it, by 
all means give it to them. Your 
partner may also have some 
questions about herpes and the 
risk for transmission. It would 
be great to educate yourself  as 
much as you can to be prepared 
for their questions.
 
Remember, you are taking 
responsibility for your health 
and the role you play in your 
partner’s health, and disclosing 
this information is the healthy 
thing to do. Although we would 
hope that this person would rec-
ognize that and be grateful for 
your honesty, this isn’t always 
the case. Fear and ignorance 
breed stigma, and sadly, there 
is still much fear and ignorance 
about STIs. So, if  this person 
rejects you, take it as a sign that 
they aren’t worthy of  your com-
panionship. But, also remem-
ber, that this person does have 
the right to decide not to have 
a sexual relationship with you, 
and although this may feel like 
rejection, perhaps you may have 
also made the same decision had 
the person who infected you af-
forded you the choice.  This 
would be your opportunity to be 
respectful of  their decision.
 
However, if  this person gets 
angry with you or verbally abu-
sive, end the conversation then 
and there and leave. You are 
under no obligation to defend 
yourself  and are in no way de-
serving of  someone’s ignorant 
rant against you. Best of  luck!
 - Dr. H
SURC toasts 10 years
This column sponsored by:
- “SURC” from page 1
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Dance the night away in the l ibrary
Victoria Shamrell
scene@cwuobserver.com | @vmsham-
rell
Usually eating and dancing 
to loud music in the library are 
not allowed, but all those rules 
go out the door for one night 
only.  
The Brook Library is hosting 
its third annual gala and silent 
auction this Saturday. Not only 
will there be dancing, there will 
also be a poetry corner, a jazz 
band, and great refreshments, 
including bar for anyone over 
21.
What’s happening
The gala will feature events 
on all four fl oors of  the library. 
Maureen Rust, who works in the 
library as the student engage-
ment and community outreach 
librarian, is the co-chair for the 
gala. A gala planning committee 
has been meeting since Septem-
ber to organize the event and 
make sure it runs smoothly.
The fi rst fl oor will feature a 
special library wildcat shop that 
will have library and gala-relat-
ed items. 
Refreshments will be served 
on the second fl oor in the fi sh-
bowl and the periodical section 
will host the silent action, Rust 
said.
Molly Allen is the program 
support supervisor for the li-
brary and is in charge of  the cof-
fee shop. She is also Rust’s fellow 
co-chair of  the gala.
“My favorite part [of  the 
gala] is the silent action. It’s nice 
to bring auction items from local 
businesses into the library so it 
showcases their business as well 
for people who may not have 
seen it before,” Allen said.
 According to Allen, the third 
fl oor of  the library will have an 
art gallery made up of  student 
and staff  work. 
There will also be a display 
of  items that the library has pur-
chased because of  the money 
the gala has raised the past two 
years and feature the event po-
etry corner.
In the stacks on the fourth 
fl oor of  the library is where the 
dancing will be going on. Cen-
tral’s Swing Cats group will be 
teaching swing dancing and 
the Ellensburg Big Band will be 
playing.
“It’s not every day that you 
get to dance in a library so I 
think there is a little bit of  ex-
citement that comes with that,” 
Allen said.  
Purpose of  the gala
Many people don’t know 
that the Brooks Library is open 
to everyone; there is no need to 
be affi  liated with Central at all. 
Some libraries on other cam-
puses are strictly for that col-
lege’s use and are not open to 
the general public. 
The gala brings students, 
staff  and community members 
together in one place.
“The intention of  the gala is 
really to get people both on and 
off  campus into the library just 
to know more about it. Having 
events going on all four fl oors 
encourages people to explore,” 
Rust said.
People get to know each 
area by having events on all four 
fl oors, Allen said. It shows off 
the whole library and not just 
one specifi c area.
Students and the gala
There is a lot of  student in-
volvement with the gala. The 
Apollo string quartet, made up 
of  Central musicians, will play 
on the fi rst fl oor greeting guests. 
Other music students will be 
playing as a jazz band in the 
fi shbowl. Even the poetry cor-
ner and art gallery showcases 
student involvement.
“I think [the gala] let’s stu-
dents see the library in a dif-
ferent light that they normally 
don’t see it in,” Allen said.
 
 Library 
Gala
When: Saturday April 9 
Where: Brooks Library
Time: 7 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Cost: $10 student with ID, 
$25 per person, $40 per 
couple
Usually dancing to loud music in the library is forbidden, but not at the library gala.
Photo by Samatha McFarlen Photography
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A sl ice of  l i fe  at  Westside Pizza 
@EWUSummerEWUSummerSession
Start planning now. Visit ewu.edu/summer
Cheney | Spokane | Online
With more than 700 summer courses at EWU, 
the opportunities are endless.  
Summer classes are condensed into 4- and  
8-week sessions, enabling you to make the most  
of your time and passion.
think summer
Mikaila Wilkerson
wilkersonm@cwu.edu 
Westside Pizza, which 
opened on March 1, off ers new 
promotions and deals each week 
to bring more people into their 
thriving business and to try out 
what they have to off er.
Christine Brevik, the owner 
of  Ellensburg’s Westside Pizza, 
said that Westside’s 10 percent 
student discount just ended but 
they will be having a senior dis-
count for the public to look for-
ward to.
“We use all fresh ingredients 
and all products are made by 
hand,” Brevik said.
Westside Pizza is the only 
pizza place in town that makes 
fresh dough and prepares fresh 
vegetables every day.
“We make everything from 
scratch,” Brevik said.
Westside Pizza, which was 
founded by Jason West and 
opened in 1996, was fi rst locat-
ed in Colville, WA. Since then, 
people spread the word about 
the restaurant and it became a 
big success. The franchise now 
has over 20 locations through-
out Washington, Idaho and Cal-
ifornia.
According to Brevik, Pizza 
Colin is the only pizza place 
in town that comes closest to 
Westside’s pizza. The only real 
diff erence between theirs and 
Westside’s is that Pizza Colin 
does not use a dough sheeter 
when preparing or making their 
dough.
Brevik remarked that they 
may be a more expensive piz-
za place, but because they have 
fresh products everyday it would 
be worth the money.
Westside’s menu off ers spe-
cialty pizzas, combo pizzas, 
build-your-own pizzas, oven 
baked pastas and desserts. 
There are also appetizers and 
salads as well.
Ashley Schuknecht, who 
was hired on in December, is a 
Central graduate with a degree 
in professional and creative writ-
ing.
“It’s a fancy way of  say-
ing I have an English degree,” 
Schuknecht said.
According to Schuknecht, 
many people have been coming 
into Westside saying that they 
love various things about the 
company, including their sauces. 
Customers often compare West-
side to Pizza Hut and some say 
they prefer Westside.
One particular day that 
stuck out to Schuknecht while 
working for Westside was when 
a young couple with their three 
kids came in. They had ordered 
a plain, cheese pizza and the 
workers had messed up on the 
order. But they apologized and 
told the couple that they could 
keep that pizza along with the 
correct pizza. Some raspberry 
dessert sticks were added as well. 
The family was thrilled and very 
grateful.
“That’s probably my most 
memorable experience,” 
Schuknecht said.
There was even a day when 
a lady called Westside to place 
an order while she was on the 
freeway. She was on her way to 
Seattle and wanted to stop and 
get their pizza for the road.
“That shows how good we 
are,” Schuknecht said.
Mickie, a local woman who 
was at Westside for the fi rst time, 
said that she had passed by the 
pizza place every day and fi nally 
decided to go in.
“I thought I might as well try 
it,” Mickie said as she eagerly 
awaited her pizza order.
According to Schuknecht, 
many people have come in say-
ing that they are going to be reg-
ulars.
“Come on down. We’ve got 
pizza-by-the-slice for those who 
don’t know what they want. 
Come try us out,” Schuknecht 
said.
Westside Pizza is located just 
off  of  South Main Street.
Westside Pizza is the latest addition to the many pizza places in town It took over the building used by Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
McKenzie Lakey/The Observer
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Maria Harr
harr.mariak@gmail.com | @Mia-
TheGeek
“Immersive.” It’s the indus-
try buzzword for virtual reality 
(VR).
The nerd world has debated 
the viability of  VR to death since 
the fi rst Oculus Rift pre-orders 
shipped on March 28.
Questions about how well it 
works, whether all games can 
really benefi t from a VR treat-
ment and even online harass-
ment have been discussed in the 
news.
Yet, I’m thinking back to the 
buzzword, “immersive,” and to 
my horror I’m wondering if  full 
immersion is right for me.
T h e 
Rift, and all 
the other 
various VR 
headsets out 
there, are 
chock full of  
sensors and 
gadgets to 
give players 
an immer-
sive gaming 
experience.
The Oculus Rift, and VR 
headsets in general, sound super 
cool. 
What could be better than 
feeling like I’m really slaying a 
dragon as I gallop through the 
snow laden land of  “Skyrim”? 
Controlling Lara Croft as if  I 
am Lara Croft as she raids some 
tombs? That sounds awesome. 
Except that the Dragonborn 
goes through some scary shit.
Hear me out here—I’m not 
kidding, I really do think adven-
ture games can get terrifying. 
Personally, I’m a big scaredy-
cat, so even adventure games 
can scare me out of  my seat. 
Sometimes looking away 
from the screen and screeching 
into a pillow like a hawk is the 
only way I can continue to keep 
searching for Ciri or survive the 
hordes of  Flood infected aliens 
coming at me. 
I don’t even try to play hor-
ror games; my fi ght or fl ight sys-
tem kicks into gear and I’m run-
ning away before you can say, 
“Wanna play “Amnesia?” 
The idea of  having my face 
literally strapped into a screen, 
trapped, while skeletons and 
zombies sneak up behind me 
while I mine for diamonds is 
mildly horrifying. 
Yes, I get scared playing 
“Minecraft,” too.
My palms are sweating at the 
thought of  having to go through 
Ravenholm in virtual reality. 
WE DON’T GO TO RAVEN-
HOLM IN 
VR!
At the 
same time, 
the idea of  
feeling like 
I’m real-
ly cruising 
t h r o u g h 
space be-
hind the 
stick of  a 
sweet starship or standing at the 
edge of  a magnifi cent fantasy 
vista is highly appealing.
It’s disappointing to think 
that I, like those who get motion 
sickness from VR, may have 
to stay away from VR games. 
Even more disappointing when 
I think that I’ll have to stay away 
because of  the very nature of  
VR—the immersion! 
Anxiety and fear can hit 
gamers even without being im-
mersed in VR, so is it going to 
get worse the more immersive 
games get? 
If  VR truly is the future of  
video games, then I, and the rest 
of  the gamers out there with 
anxiety or fears will be left out 
in the cold.
Every game could be a horror 
game with the Oculus Rift
Virtual reality could bring about a whole new experience to video game players.
Courtesy of Oculus
”
“The idea of having my face lit-erally strapped into a screen, trapped, while skeletons and 
zombies sneak up behind me 
is mildly horrifying.  
-Maria Harr, Senior Print Journalism major
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sports@cwuobserver.com | @ZacHereth
Despite sitting in fourth 
place in the GNAC standings, 
Central’s baseball team has 
been tearing it up off ensively af-
ter a slow start.
As a team the Wildcats are 
batting .301, which is 33 points 
above the next team in the con-
ference.
“We’re just sticking to our 
approach and seeing the ball 
well,” said senior infi elder Jona-
than Dailey .
Central’s success at the plate 
has started at the top of  the 
lineup with its leadoff  hitter 
Ryan Atkinson. Atkinson, a se-
nior utility man, is fourth in the 
GNAC in batting, with a .347 
average, and third with 23 runs 
scored.
“As a leadoff  guy I just try 
and do anything I can to get on 
base,” Atkinson said. “I think 
that just sets the tone for the rest 
of  the lineup.”
Atkinson is part of  a trio of  
Wildcats who make up three of  
the conference’s top-four bat-
ting averages.
Dailey is second in the con-
ference with a .375 average and 
senior outfi elder Reid Martinez 
lead the conference with a .403 
average.
That type of  hitting can rub 
off  on others in the lineup.
“Hitting is defi nitely a conta-
gious thing,” Dailey said. “You 
just get a good vibe when every-
one’s hitting.”
It hasn’t just been the guys 
at the top of  the lineup shoul-
dering the load for Central. 
According to head coach Desi 
Storey, Central has been getting 
production from everyone in the 
lineup and off  the bench.
“Throughout the lineup it’s 
been really good. We’ve got 
some guys that are interchange-
able. There’s not a lot of  drop 
off  if  you go to another guy,” 
Storey said. “If  a guy’s strug-
gling we can bring someone off  
the bench.”
Early in the season, Central 
struggled off ensively. The Wild-
cats’ bats started to heat up as 
they got some time on the fi eld 
after spending much of  their 
preseason practices indoors be-
cause of  weather.  
“Mother nature early on was 
hard for us… Our fi rst game it 
was a little bit slow out of  the 
gates,” Atkinson said.
Senior infi elder Tanner Romo is hitting .388 in 49 at-bats with 2 extra-base hits and 10 RBIs, while playing in 19 of  Central’s 27 games this season.
Jordan Cameron/The Observer
Wildcats’ bats set pace for GNAC
Wrestle-
mania 
lives up to 
the hype
Despite a lackluster main 
event match between Roman 
Reigns and Triple H, Wrestle-
mania 32 lived up to the hype 
of  being the ultimate sports en-
tertainment event of  the year.
The event featured two title 
changes, a guest appearance 
by the most electrifying man in 
sports entertainment, Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson, the return 
of  John Cena and yet another 
unforgettable match featuring 
Vince McMahon’s greatest cre-
ation, The Undertaker.
Ladder match starts the 
fi reworks 
The show had me hooked 
from the beginning with what 
was my favorite match of  the 
night: a brutal and exciting sev-
en-man ladder match for the 
Intercontinental Title featur-
ing Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn, 
Dolph Ziggler, Sincara, Star-
dust, The Miz and Zack Ryder. 
Whether it was Owens deliv-
ering a 270-pound frog splash to 
his rival Zayn as he was laying 
across a ladder, or Sincara being 
knocked off  a ladder in the ring 
only to leap outside and land on 
Stardust sending him through a 
ladder, the match had plenty of  
moments that made you think, 
“Holy shit these guys are nuts!”
By Zac Hereth
sports@cwuobserver.com | @ZacHereth
Baseball Wrestling
Menʼs Rugby
“Playing a tougher opponent 
gives you a good measuring stick 
of  where you are, so you can 
kinda go from there and watch 
fi lm and correct mistakes mov-
ing forward,” said senior center 
Tanner Barnes. “In previous 
seasons our downfall has al-
ways been we never get a tough 
match leading up.”
Central got the opportunity 
to face defending Varsity Cup 
champions Brigham Young 
University and the University 
of  Victoria, a strong Canadian 
team, over the past month.
The team dropped both 
matches on the road, but was 
able to take away some positives 
from the games.
Sophomore wing Seth Halli-
man said the team impressed it-
self  while keeping up with some 
good teams.
Central was set for one fi nal 
tune-up heading into the cup 
this last Saturday against the 
Air Force Academy, another 
competitor in the Varsity Cup 
tournament, but the game was 
cancelled due to traveling issues 
for Air Force. 
“We wanted the game for 
sure,” Pacheco said. “Disap-
pointed that they couldn’t trav-
el.”
Central could take one posi-
tive away from the weekend off . 
“We’ll be healthy, that’ll be a 
plus,” Barnes said.
Scheduling opposing teams 
can be an issue for the team be-
cause of  its location. 
Many of  the national power-
houses of  the sport would have 
to travel halfway or more across 
the country to get to Ellens-
burg, which forces the Wildcats 
to schedule weaker opponents 
nearby to keep the team sharp.
“It’s always nice to play,” 
Barnes said. “We’ve had a cou-
ple teams pull out on us this 
year. It’s just tough where we 
are and where we’re located—
teams kind of  bail last minute, 
which is a little frustrating.”
Since UCLA is a part of  the 
Pac-12 conference, they have an 
opportunity to face tougher op-
ponents on a regular basis. This 
is something Barnes said favors 
the Bruins. 
Another challenge the Wild-
cats will face against the Bruins 
is defending their quickness and 
athleticism. 
“They can really use their 
feet and their quickness to 
score,” Pacheco said. “You can 
be handling them for quite a 
while and all the sudden they 
break out and score, so we have 
to stay disciplined.”
To counter the Bruins’ ath-
leticism, the Wildcats will look 
to use their size and strength to 
beat the Bruins.
“We should have a size ad-
vantage, hopefully a physicality 
advantage against them,” Pa-
checo said. “We have to use that 
to kind of  wear them down.”
By wearing down UCLA, 
Central will hope to slow down 
the speed the Bruins bring to the 
table.
Halliman believes the Wild-
cats are up for the challenge.
“We’re a great athletic 
team,” Halliman said. “Very 
dominant in terms of  strength.”
The winner of  this match 
will travel to face the winner of  
Air Force versus the University 
of  Utah on Saturday, April 16 
in the Varsity Cup quarterfi nals.
Sophomore wing Seth Halliman looks to pass to a teammate during a home match.
Courtesy of Central Athletics
- See “WWE” page 16- See “Baseball” page 16
Success at 
the plate
Batting Average: .301 
On-Base Percentage: .363 
Slugging Percentage: .430
Hits: 266
Runs: 151
Home Runs: 18
RBIs: 133
- “Rugby” from page 1
By Mitchell Johnson
johnsomitc@cwu.edu | @SportsWithMitch
During this time last year, 
freshmen Kayla Smith and 
Rachael Johnson were in the 
middle of  their high school 
softball season. Now they are 
regular contributors for Cen-
tral’s softball team in the race 
for fi rst in the GNAC.  
Central (9-7 GNAC, 25-10 
overall) currently sits in second 
place behind Saint Martin’s 
University (10-4, 27-10) in the 
GNAC. 
Over the weekend, Central 
went down to California to 
play in the Tournament of  
Champions. The Wildcats went 
4-2 over the week. Before the 
tournament, head coach Mike 
Larabee acknowledged he will 
need all of  his pitchers for their 
six-game weekend, including 
the up-and-coming freshman, 
Smith.
Smith has a 2.58 ERA in 11 
overall appearances and seven 
starts. She has gone fi ve innings 
or more in fi ve of  her 11 ap-
pearances. 
After being down six runs 
after two innings against Simon 
Fraser University, Smith made 
her fi rst lengthy appearance of  
the season, allowing only one 
run on fi ve hits in 5.2 innings. 
Central chipped away but end-
ed up losing 7-6.
Larabee gave Smith her 
fi rst start against Northwest 
Nazarene University six days 
later. Smith pitched a three-hit 
complete game shutout. The 
next day, she threw another 
complete game against the 
Crusaders, allowing one run 
and four hits.
Smith earned GNAC Pitcher 
of  the Week for her perfor-
mance. 
“I felt like at the beginning of  
the year she wasn’t ready to go 
in and compete and get a lot of  
opportunities,” Larabee said. 
“Her workouts and her location 
kept getting better I knew she 
was ready–she’s a bulldog in the 
circle.”
Smith said since coming to 
Central she has made improve-
ments in all parts of  her game. 
With Smith as a part of  
the starting pitching mix, the 
Wildcats have three potential 
options in the circle. Larabee 
said whoever has the hot hand 
will get the ball.
“We’ve worked really hard 
on pitching 
every day 
through fall 
[and] win-
ter and just 
constantly 
make im-
provements 
for every-
body,” 
Smith said.
Off ensively, Johnson, Cen-
tral’s other impact freshman, 
has made an impact at the plate 
after stepping in when senior 
outfi elder Michaela Hazlett 
rolled her ankle. Since Hazlett 
has been healthy, she and John-
son have been sharing starting 
duties in right fi eld.
Johnson is hitting .327, in 33 
games with 19 starts. Mean-
while, Hazlett has been also 
batting .333 in 26 appearances 
and 16 starts. 
Larabee said Johnson has 
made an impact with her speed 
on the base paths.
“I 
always 
say with 
a slapper, 
you put 
the ball 
on the 
ground 
they’re 
going to 
have to 
fi eld the ground ball, transfer, 
make an accurate throw, and 
the fi rst baseman has to catch 
it all under three seconds. She 
can probably get down the line 
in 2.8 seconds, if  there’s any 
hesitation or bobble, she’s [on-
base],” Larabee said.
Through her fi rst eight 
appearances, Johnson was stuck 
with mainly pinch running 
duties. She now has 17 hits in 
52 at-bats. 
Johnson believes that being 
on this team has improved who 
she is as a softball player. In 
high school she thought having 
talent put a player on the team. 
The diff erence being at Central 
is having to constantly work 
harder while earning respect on 
a daily basis.
During winter quarter, 
Johnson put in extra work 
at 8 a.m. before her classes 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday with assistant coach Jim 
Peterson. With this, Johnson 
says it changed her slapping 
skills, made her bunt better and 
become more of  a triple-threat 
player. 
While pushing herself  doing 
extra work, she was also pushed 
by her high school coach to be 
the best.
“He was a hardass,” John-
son said with a laugh. “Coach 
Larabee is really laid back, if  
you mess up he’ll talk to you 
about it. My high school coach 
got on me a little more, it defi -
nitely benefi tted me. If  I didn’t 
have that high school coach I 
wouldn’t have transitioned that 
well here.”
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Softball
Freshmen step up to  the  plate
Freshmen Kayla Smith and Rachael Johnson have helped Central battle near the top of  the GNAC through the fi rst half  of  the conference season.
Chase Tibbles/The Observer
Freshmen Impact
Kayla Smith
Position: Pitcher 
Record: 4-0
ERA: 2.58
Innings Pitched: 38
Rachael Johnson
Position: Outfield
Batting Average: .327
Stolen Bases: 15
On-base Percentage: 375
”
“At the beginning of the year she wasn’t ready to go in and compete and get a lot of op-
portunities. Her workouts and 
location kept getting better. 
-Mike Larabee, Head Coach
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Plus: SWIMMING POOL!  VOLLEYBALL!  BASKETBALL!
NOW ACCEPTING
Applications for Fall
1  and 2 Bedroom
Units Available
AMENITIES
CALL 509-925-7275
and visit
collegeparkapts.com
Air conditioning and Baseboard heating
Kitchen: Refrigerator, Oven, and Range
Ample Storage areas and Parking
On-site Laundry Facility
Water, Sewer and Garbage included
Women set to host Canadian squad 
Women’s Rugby
By Mitchell Johnson
johnsomitc@cwu.edu | @SportsWithMitch
The Central women’s rugby 
team’s first home game of  2016 
was pushed back a week after its 
game against the University of  
Oregon was cancelled, but now 
they are ready for rugby in El-
lensburg.
The Wildcats (11-2) are host-
ing the University of  Lethbridge 
Proghorns, from Alberta, Cana-
da. Central set up this game to 
work on building relationships 
with Canadian teams. 
“I know we’re trying to build 
a bridge between lots of  the 
Canada teams and I think this 
will be a great start for our first 
home game, it’ll be great com-
petition,” said junior flank and 
lock Carrie Vaillancourt.
The Proghorns (2-6-1) are 
an all-Canadian rugby squad, 
giving the Wildcats a tough op-
ponent for their first home game 
of  the season.
“The rugby in Canada is a 
little more developed than the 
U.S. so we know it’ll be a quality 
competition,” head coach Mel 
Denham said. 
This game was setup by 
Denham because she knows the 
Proghorn’s head coach Ric Sug-
gitt through USA Rugby. That 
is all Denham knows about her 
opponent. 
“I don’t know much [about 
Lethbridge], which is a fun 
thing… just going out into the 
field and adapting to what’s in 
front of  us is what we’re always 
trying to do,” Denham said. 
She expects a quality match 
because of  the coaches’ rugby 
rapport. 
Central will face a ball run-
ning style that many Canadian 
teams play.
“The type of  defense we play 
is pressure defense, we launch to 
kill, I dare them to run with the 
ball, that’s going to be good for 
us,” Vaillancourt said.
Denham and Vaillancourt 
talked about the need of  prac-
ticing being under pressure in a 
game time scenario. 
“I am so excited we had a 
bye weekend so it gave us a lot 
of  time to prep for this game,” 
Vaillancourt said. “We’ve been 
working on a lot of  tactical de-
cision making.”
This is not the first time the 
Wildcats have played a Cana-
dian team this season. They 
suffered their only two losses of  
the season in the University of  
Victoria 7’s Tournament on Feb. 
21. 
Central lost 34-12 against 
Aptoella and 15-12 to British 
Columbia Select. The Wildcats 
won the final game of  the tour-
nament 17-5, which was good 
for fifth place. 
“We faced quality competi-
tion versus some of  the top Ca-
nadian teams that featured for-
mer and current national team 
players,” Denham told Wild-
catSports.com after the tourna-
ment. “These are the competi-
tions that will raise our standard 
of  play, which we could see 
throughout the day today.”
Central also had a game 
against University of  British 
Columbia, another canadian 
squad, on March 19 but it was 
cancelled. 
Denham is looking for this 
game to work on her team’s sea-
son-long goals.
“You never know what to ex-
pect, hopefully we come out on 
top, but obviously never come in 
expecting to win,” Vaillancourt 
said.
Junior prop Sammie Pinson sprints down the pitch as she attempts to score a try for the Wildcats in a home match.
Courtesy of Central Athletics
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Current first-year students 
returning for the 2016-2017 
academic year are eligible for a  
$1,000 
housing waiver
when reapplying into the residence 
halls. 
Where are you going to live next year?
University HoUsing • 509-963-1831 • cwu.edu/housing
Dining services • 509-963-1591 • cwu.edu/dining
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
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Heading into the match, 
most fans believed it would 
come down to rivals Owens and 
Zayn or maybe an established 
star like Ziggler. But to the sur-
prise of  many, Ryder, a personal 
favorite of  mine, came out of  
nowhere to knock The Miz off 
of  the ladder in the middle of  
the ring and grabbed the cham-
pionship belt for his fi rst victory 
at Wrestlemania in his nine-year 
career. 
His victory looks to be the 
beginning of  a rivalry between 
Ryder and The Miz, since The 
Miz won the title from Ryder 
the next day on Raw in a con-
troversial match.
The legend lives on
The Undertaker and Shane 
McMahon battled it out in a 
Hell in a Cell match with the 
Undertaker needing a win to 
continue his WWE career and 
Shane McMahon looking for a 
win to gain control of  Monday 
Night Raw.
Undertaker, who had only 
lost once previously at Wrestle-
mania, came out on top, but not 
before Shane McMahon proved 
that he’s willing to do anything 
and everything for the company 
his family built.
Imagine jumping off  of  a 
20-foot cage only to know your 
opponent is about to roll off  the 
table below you, leaving nothing 
to break your fall to the ground 
but hardwood and a thin mat. 
Sounds like fun, right? Shane 
McMahon did just that as his 
sons watched from ringside. 
Even though wrestling is a 
story and winners of  the match-
es are predetermined, those mo-
ments are real. The damage that 
WWE superstars are willing to 
do to their bodies for the show 
is just as real as the players be-
ing tackled in the NFL endure. 
You won’t see Adrian Peterson, 
Russell WIlson or Aaron Rodg-
ers jumping off  any 20-feet steel 
cages anytime soon.
With all the damage these 
guys do to their bodies, you have 
to wonder how much longer 
The Undertaker has left. He’s 
51 and took about 30 years to 
make his entrance to the ring. 
Part of  that is theatrics, but you 
know the guy has to be in pain 
from all the abuse he’s taken in 
over 25 years in the business. 
The WWE screwed up when 
they decided he would suff er his 
fi rst Wrestlemania loss two years 
ago. His fi nal match should’ve 
been his fi rst loss at the event, 
which he isn’t quite ready for 
yet.
New look championship is 
good call by WWE
Before Wrestlemania, 
WWE’s women wrestlers, or as 
they are called “Divas,” compet-
ed for the Divas Championship.
The title belt was just fl at out 
cheesy and kind of  off ensive. It 
looked nothing like the other 
titles. It featured butterfl y wings 
with accents of  pink, purple and 
blue. It looked like they tried to 
make it look “girly.”
During the Wrestlemania 
pre-show, WWE Hall Of  Fam-
er Lita unveiled the company’s 
newly branded Women’s Cham-
pionship. The belt now more 
closely compares to other cham-
pionship belts in terms of  its 
looks and appears less like some-
thing my little sister bedazzled 
to wear at her birthday party.
The winner of  a triple-threat 
match between Divas Champi-
on Charlotte, Becky Lynch and 
Sasha Banks would take home 
the new title. 
The women truly put on a 
match worthy of  the new belt 
with Charlotte coming out on 
top. It was one of  the best wom-
en’s matches I’ve seen in quite a 
while.
What could have been 
better
Ultimately the main event 
match between Regins and Tri-
ple H needed to be a no disqual-
ifi cation match. 
All the violence in the sto-
ryline leading up should have 
culminated with a gruesome 
match. Instead, it was a regular 
title match, which limited what 
they could do.
The Andre the Giant Me-
morial was a bust. It was a cool 
idea the fi rst year they had it, 
but now it’s just a lame gimmick. 
The gimmick side was very clear 
when Shaquille O’Neal entered 
the contest.
I was not a fan of  that being 
a part of  the show and Kalisto 
versus Ryback for the United 
States Championship being on 
the pre-show.
The last thing that could’ve 
been changed was the result 
of  the Chris Jericho versus 
AJ Styles match. Jericho won, 
which I like as a Jericho fan, 
but it should be Styles’ time to 
rise in the organization. Losing 
at his fi rst Wrestlemania isn’t a 
great step, but the WWE decid-
ed to make him the number one 
contender for the WWE Cham-
pionship the next night. So that 
shows how much I really know.
Triple H and Roman Reigns squared off  in the main event at Wrestlemania 32. 
Coutesy of  Andrew AttitudeERAFan
Some credit warmer weath-
er to increased off ensive num-
bers as the season goes on, but 
Storey said he believes it more 
experience on the fi eld.
“I use us for an example be-
cause a month ago we were the 
second worst hitting team in the 
league,” Storey said. “We got 
some games under our belt and 
the guys are working hard and 
making adjustments.”
Central has put up these 
numbers off ensively with senior 
outfi elder Darren Honeysett, 
one of  its top returning players, 
producing at the same clip as he 
did a year ago.
“I think teams are being a 
little more careful with him be-
cause they know what he’s ca-
pable of,” Storey said. “I think 
there for a while he put a little 
too much pressure on himself  
too. He had a couple of  weeks 
were I thought he tried to do to 
much… he’s relaxing a little bit 
and just trying to square up balls 
instead of  doing more than he is 
capable of  doing.”
Central will try and stay at 
the top of  the conference in hit-
ting while playing 12 of  its next 
13 games on the road. All 12 
road games are GNAC contests.
Central has hit just 6 of  its 
18 home runs this season on the 
road.
“I like [hitting at home] just 
because the wind helps you a lot 
on this fi eld,” Dailey said. “If  
you get a good swing on it, it 
goes a long way.”
- “WWE” from page 13 - “Baseball” from page 13
